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APC  criticizes  failure  to  enforce  policy 


by  AnneMarie  Donahue 

In  an  unexpected  turn  of  events  on 
Wednesday,  Nov.  18,  Academic 
Policies  Committee  adjourned  its  meet- 
ing approximately  half  an  hour  after 
achieving  quorum.  The  meeting,  which 
members  had  expected  to  last  well  into 
the  evening,  was  canceled  so  early 
because  of  the  response  letter  sent  to 
the  committee  from  Dr.  Michael 
Riccards,  president  of  FSC. 

During  the  last  APC  meeting  the 
question  of  the  blatant  disregard  for 


«' 


'The  proposals  that  are 

now  being  discussed  by 

APC  may  suffer  the  same 

fate  as  ACC  No.  12,  which 

was  supported,  passed  and 

then  disregarded. 


yy 


Miller  Hall  Oval 


ACC  No.  12  (a  proposal  long  since 
passed  by  both  ACC  and  the  Board  of 
Trustees)  was  raised  by  a  committee 
member.  The  group  then  composed  a 
letter  which  was  sent  to  President 
Riccards. 

"In  late  1995  the  Academic  Policies 
Committee  and  the  All  College 
Committee  overwhelmingly  approved 
ACC  No.  12,  a  proposal  to  establish 
admission  standards  at  Fitchburg  State 
College,"  began  the  letter  written  by 
Barry  Light,  chair  of  APC  and 
Christine  Cosgrove,  APC  member. 
"Both  you  and  our  Board  of  Trustees 
approved  this  policy  in  January 
in  1996." 

The  letter  went  on  to  describe  ACC 
No.  12  as  a  proposal  that  required  the 


NOW  President 
to  speak  at  FSC 

by  AnneMarie  Donahue 

Patricia  Ireland,  president  of  the 
National  Organization  for  Women,  will 
speak  at  Fitchburg  State  College  on 
Dec.  7  at  7  p.m.  in  Kent  Recital  Hall  of 
the  Conlon  Building. 

Her  talk  is  part  of  the  college's 
"Leadership  in  Action"  forum,  which 
offers  students  the  chance  to  hear  a 
variety  of  speakers  from  all  walks  of 
life.  Fitchburg  State  has  been  designat- 
ed "The  Leadership  College"  by  the 
Massachusetts  Board  of  Higher 
Education. 

Ireland  is  one  of  the  most  influential 
feminist  leaders  in  America.  Since 


assuming 

the    presi-  Patricia  Ireland  will 

dency  of  the     sPeak  on  Dec-  7- 
National 

Organization  for  Women  in  December 
1991,  she  has  used  her  experience  in 
corporate  law  and  as  a  groundbreaking 
activist  to  move  NOW  to  the  forefront 
of  the  political  scene.  With  almost 
300,000  members,  NOW  is  widely  rec- 
ognized as  a  key  player  in  efforts  to 
improve  social  and  economic  condi- 
tions for  women  in  the  United  States 
and  around  the  world. 

Continued,  pg  2 


Miller  Hall,  meeting  palce  for 
discussion  of  proposals 

photos  by  AnnMarie  Donahue 

Academic  Policies  Committee  to 
"annually  conduct  a  review  of  the 
implementation  of  the  admission  stan- 
dards," and  added  that  this  had  been 
done  in  the  spring  of  1997  and  the 
spring  of  1998.  A  report  drafted  by 
Barry  Light  and  Mel  Govindan,  mem- 
bers of  the  subcommittee  on  admission 
standards,  stated  that  it  had  been  shown 
that  "the  average  SAT  score  for  appli- 
cants accepted  in  Category  I  was  not 
met  by  either  the  class  entering  in  1996 
or  the  class  entering  in  1997."     The 

Continued,  pg  2 


Class  of  2002 
brings  in  'Real 
World'  speaker 

by  AnneMarie  Donahue 

"I  will  be  talking  about  empower- 
ment and  encouraging  people  to 
stand  up  for  themselves,"  Sean 
Sasser  told  the  Daily  Iowan  of  his 
public  speaking  in  the  name  of  AIDS 
awareness.  Sasser,  best  known  as  the 
life  partner  of  the  late  Pedro  Zamora 
helped  to  educate  the  country  about 
AIDS/HIV  positive  people  by 
appearing  on  many  episodes  of 
MTV's  "The  Real  World." 

Sasser  will  speak  as  part  of  the 
AIDS-awareness        series        titled, 


Continued,  pg  2 


News 


'Real  World'  talk 


Continued  from  Cover 

"Opening  Your  Eyes."  presented  by  the 
freshman  class  of  2002.  The  festival, 
which  will  take  place  over  the  span  of 
three  days,  was  to  begin  yesterday 
with  the  Prevention  Fair  held  in  the 
M&M  lounge  from  1  to  5  p.m.  Plans 
called  for  information  tables,  snacks 
provided  by  Chartwell.  ribbons,  ques- 
tionnaires, fact  sheets,  games,  prizes, 
raffles,  and  condoms. 

At  5:45  the  entire  college  was  asked 
to  observe  a  moment  of  silence  to 
remember  loved  ones  lost  to  AIDS- 
related  illnesses. 

Later  that  night,  beginning  at  8,  there 
was  to  be  a  dance  sponsored  by  WXPL 


in  the  Underground  Pub.  with  more 
games,  prizes  and  a  raffle.  Food  was 
also  provided  by  Chartwell. 

Today  is  the  first  Awareness  Day.  In 
the  G-lobby  of  Hammond  beginning  at 
1 1  a.m.  and  running  until  4  p.m..  infor- 
mation sheets  will  be  provided  to  sepa- 
rate fact  from  fiction  about  AIDS/HIV. 
as  well  as  questionnaires.  Also,  a  repre- 
sentative from  Fitchburg  Agency  will  be 
available  to  answer  any  questions. 
Privacy  will  be  respected. 

The  day's  events  will  conclude  with 
a  screening  of  "The  Cure."  a  heart- 
warming story  of  two  young  boys  deal- 
ing with  AIDS,  shown  at  6  p.m.  in  the 
Ellis  White  Lecture  Hall.  A  discussion 
will  follow. 


APC  Continued  from  Cover 


report  goes  on  to  say  that,  "'reasonably 
reliable  reports  indicate  that  1998 
applicants  accepted  in  Category  I  did 
not  meet  the  average  SAT  standard 
either." 

However,  according  to  many  mem- 
bers of  the  Academic  Policies 
Committee,  these  reports  were  disre- 
garded and  the  standard  was  not 
enforced  on  any  of  the  incoming  stu- 
dents from  that  semester.  The  mem- 
bers of  APC  then  concurred  that  since 
ACC  Policy  No.  12.  which  they  very 
much  supported,  was  not  enforced,  the 
proposals  they  are  so  painstakingly 
discussing  and  voting  on  now  could  be 
in  danger  of  suffering  the  same  fate. 
This  concern  was  expressed  in  the  let- 
ter written  to  President  Riccards:  it  was 
the  general  feeling  of  APC  that  if  these 


new  standards  are  not  going  to  be 
enforced,  "why  bother  discussing 
them?"  On  Nov.  2.  President  Riccards 
sent  his  response  back  to  Light  and 
Cosgrove.  who  then  distributed  it 
among  those  present  at  the  APC  meet- 
ing for  their  consideration  and  review 
before  voting  on  whether  to  accept  it. 

Light  was  the  first  to  express  frus- 
tration with  the  lengthy  response  from 
President  Riccards.  a  financial  report 
that  many  felt  did  not  adequately 
answer  their  inquiry.  After  conferring 
with  the  other  members  of  APC.  Light 
made  a  motion  to  adjourn  until  their 
meeting  in  December,  when  another 
response  may  have  been  issued  by  the 
president  which  more  clearly  answered 
their  question. 


The  second  Awareness  Day, 
Thursday.  Dec.  3.  will  run  much  like 
Dec.  2.  with  more  information  being 
made  available  to  students  who  wish  to 
leam  more  about  AIDS  and  AIDS  pre- 
vention. Students  are  encouraged  to 
join  both  President  Michael  Riccards 
and  SGA  President  Sean  Wenzlick  at  4 
for  the  campus  tree  lighting  ceremony 
on  the  quad. 

Sean  Sasser  will  speak  at  7:30  in  the 
Weston  Auditorium  to  finish  off  this 
festival  of  awareness.  Sasser.  now  28 
years  old,  has  been  HIV  positive  most 
of  his  adult  life.  An  AIDS  activist  and 
awareness  trainer,  Sean  travels  to  speak 
to  many  students  about  AIDS/HIV 
awareness,  tolerance  and  prevention. 

NOW  Continued  from  Cover 

As  president  of  NOW,  Ireland  is  a 
constant  presence  in  the  media  outlets 
that  share  public  opinion.  She  has  dis- 
cussed the  child-care  arrangements  of 
Zoe  Baird  and  Kimba  Wood  on  ABC's 
"Nightline,"  the  Supreme  Court  nomi- 
nation of  David  Souter  on  PBS' 
"McNeil-Lehrer  Report."  the  impact  of 
the  1992  election  on  NBC's 
"Donahue."  and  the  makeup  of  the 
Clinton  cabinet  on  CNN's  "Larry  King 
Live." 

In  journalistic  circles.  Patricia 
Ireland  is  considered  a  "must  quote" 
for  articles  that  concern  women's 
rights  issues,  and  she  makes  frequent 
appearances  in  the  nation's  most  wide- 
ly read  newspapers,  including  the  Wall 
Street  Journal.  The  Washington  Post. 
and  USA  Today.  She  has  been  the  sub- 
ject of  numerous  feature  stories  in  pub- 
lications ranging  from  The  New  York 
Times  Sunday  Magazine  to  People. 

Patricia  Ireland  also  has  broad  expe- 
rience on  the  other  side  of  media.  She 
broadcast  political  commentary  for  a 
year  and  a  half  on  an  all-news  radio 
show  in  Miami  and  has  published 
numerous  op-ed  pieces.  In  1992.  more 
than  10  millions  pieces  of  direct  mail 
with  her  signature  were  sent  to 
prospective  NOW  members,  and  her 
work  is  featured  prominently  in  the 
National  NOW  Times,  with  a  national 
subscription  of  almost  300.000  people. 
Her  speaking  engagements  last  year 
ranged  from  college  campuses  to  the 


Sean  Sasser,  life  partner  of  the 
late  Pedro  Zamora  will  speak  at 
FSC  on  Dec.  3. 

Sean  lectures  on  not  only  AIDS/HIV 
awareness,  but  also  sexuality,  identity, 
and  self-responsibility.    Seating  will  be 
first  come,  first  served  so  students  are 
encouraged  to  arrive  early. 


National  Press  Club. 

Patricia  Ireland  brings  extensive 
legal  credentials  to  her  work  with  the 
women's  rights  movement.  In  1975, 
she  graduated  cum  laude  from  the 
University  of  Miami  Law  School. 
where  she  served  both  on  the  Law 
Review  and  the  university's  inter- 
American  law  journal.  A  12-year 
career  as  an  attorney  followed,  culmi- 
nating in  a  partnership  at  a  prestigious 
Miami  law  firm,  where  she  practiced 
corporate  and  commercial  law  while 
serving  as  NOW's  pro  bono  legal 
counsel. 

Ireland  has  emerged  as  a  leading  fig- 
ure in  the  world-wide  feminist  move- 
ment. "  She  initiated  NOW's  Global 
Feminist  Conference  in  1992  to  cele- 
brate the  organization's  silver  anniver- 
sary by  bringing  women  from  more 
than  45  countries  to  Washington,  DC. 
for  a  series  of  events.  She  has  repre- 
sented NOW  in  England.  France, 
Germany.  Brazil,  Cuba  and  Kenya. 
With  the  expectation  of  serving  as 
NOW's  president  into  the  next  century. 
Patricia  Ireland  promises  to  be  a  major 
figure  in  women's  rights  movement 
during  the  next  decade  and  beyond. 

Upcoming  speakers  in  the 
Leadership  series  include  Olympic 
gymnast  Kerri  Strug  on  Jan.  21.  1999: 
writer,  psychologist  and  social  critic 
Florence  Ladd  on  Feb.  1.  1999;  and 
Buddhist  scholar  Dr.  Robert  Thurmann 
on  April  5,  1999. 


Depression  is  a  serious  threat 
to  anyone  that  has  a  brain. 

Depression  is  a  suppression  of  brain  activity  that  can  strike  anyone.  It  can  make  life  unbearable,  i/N  7  RE  A  Tl  D 

but  it  is  also  readily,  medically  treatable.  And  that's  something  you  should  always  keep  in  mind.     r\£  D&  J?  CO/IIVf 


Public  Service  message  from  SAWE  (Suicide  AwarenessWoices  of  Education) 


http://www.save.org 


ABSOLUTE  SPRING  BREAK.... 

"TAKE  2" 

Organize  a  small  group  and  Earn  2  Free  Trips  & 

$$$$. 

Hottest  Destinations !  Lowest  Prices!  Fr:  $99 

**Free  Drinks,  parties!! 

**Limited  Offer""  1-800-426-7710 

www.sunsplashtours.com 


SPRING  BREAK 

Best  Hotels,  Parties,  Prices.  Book  Early 

and  Save!! 
Earn  Money  +  Free  Trips  !  Campus  Reps  / 

Organizations  Wanted 

Inter-Campus  programs  1-800-327-6013 

www.icpt.com 


WITH  ONLINE  BANKING, THIS  ACCOUNT 
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BETWEEN  GOING  TO  THE  MOVIES 

OR  RENTING  ON 

VOU  EVEN  LEAVE  YOUR  ROOM 

Check  your  balance  from  your  room  24  hours  a  day  using 
Online  Banking  with  HomeLink^'  '  Only  the  Student  Value 
Package2  gives  you  so  much  for  so  little. 

•  customized  aleit.s  lei  you  know  when  to  say  when  •  get  up-to  the-minute 

balances  •  set  free  sandwiches  at  Subway"   with  a  coupon,  Bank-Boston  Card 

and  a  student  II)  •  use  your  BaukBoston  Card  with  X-l'iess  Check     like  a  plastic  check  | 

wherever  Wasted  aid'  '-Is  accepted  •  over  1,500  BankHoston  Al  Ms  •  Ret  overdraft  protec-  I 

lion  if  you  overspend  a  little3  •  new  puce  as  low  as  S3  a  montiv  •  try  a  demo  online  c 

or  open  .m  account  online  at  banUhoston.coin/studcnts  or  call  1-800-2  BOSTON 


Get  Free 

:    I 

Sandwiches 


g  with  BankBoslon  ;  hetkjng  balances)  iTiae  is  a  S3.3G  monthly  fee  foi  Online  Bill  Payment  with  I  iomeUnk.  2.  Valid  school  ID  or  acceptance 

quired.  To  qualify  for  X  Press  Check  and  Reserve  Credit  you  must  be  al  least  18  years  of  age  and  have  no  adverse  credit  history  3.  Purchase  a  six-inch  subway*  Sandwich  and  a  21 -ounce  soft  drink 


1 .  Online  I 

letter  required.  To  qualifr  I 

and  get  a  second  six-inch  Subway*  Sandwich  and  21-ounte  soft  drink  of  equal  or  lesser  price  free  upon  presentation  of  a  Student  Value  Package  coupon.  Offer  expire.  May  31,  1999.  Offer  available  al  par- 
ticipating Subway*  locations  and  may  not  be  combined  with  any  other  offer  One  coupon  per  person  per  visit.  Subway  is  a  registered  trademark  of  Doctors  Associates  Inc.  4  If  you  m  ike  withdrawals,  deposits, 
transfers,  and  balance  inquiries  electronically  by  phone,  ATM.  or  computer  only,  the  monthly  fee  is  discounted  to  $3.  The  normal  monthly  Student  Value  Package  fee  is  $6. 
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Features 


The  world  outside  FSC 


by  Niovel  Nadira  Hidalgo 

Jocabel  Hidalgo,  a  senior,  and  Pedro 
Hernandez,  a  junior,  both  from  the 
Clinical  Laboratory  Science  Program 
at  FSC,  were  the  only  two  college  stu- 
dents to  be  accepted  in  the  1998 
Summer  Enrichment  Program  at 
UMass  Medical  School.  They  were 
selected  from  a  pool  of  about  70  appli- 
cants from  different  universities  and 
colleges  across  the  state.  Only  10  stu- 
dents made  it  through  the  application 
process.  The  SEP  is  held  every  summer 
for  about  four  weeks,  and  was  devel- 
oped for  minority  students  with  an 
interest  in  going  to  medical  school  or 
the  bio-medical  science  field. 

During  a  month,  the  students  partic- 
ipated in  an  intensive  schedule  with 
classes  running  from  8  a.m.  to  5  p.m. 
These  classes  included  expected  sci- 
ence courses  such  as  physiology, 
physics,  among  others.  But  they  also 
had  classes  like  time  management, 
computers,  as  well  as  the  preparation 
process  to  apply  to  medical  school,  and 
to  take  the  MCAT. 

These  students  had  the  opportunity 
to  meet  medical  school  students,  doc- 
tors, and  administrators  from  different 
departments  to  share  their  experiences 
and  give  advice.  They  also  had  lectur- 
ers on  different  topics.  The  participants 


Jocabel  Hidalgo  and 
Pedro  Hernandez 


in  this  program  even  had  the  opportuni- 
ty to  be  present  at  different  kinds  of 
surgeries. 

Deborah  Harmon-Hines  and  Isabel 
Feliciano  are  the  program  organizers 
and  directors.  However,  it  is  worth 
mentioning  that  Isabel  Feliciano  is  a 
graduate  from  FSC. 

This  is  another  example  of  how  FSC 
students  can  attain  achievement 
through  hard  work  and  dedication. 
"SEP  was  a  very  good  experience  for 
me.  Sharing  among  students  from  pres- 
tigious names  like  Brown  University, 
Suffolk,  and  BU  did  not  make  me  feel 
less  prepared  than  them.  The  level  of 
education  that  I  have  had  received  from 
FSC  through  excellent  professors,  was 
at  the  same  level  of  the  other  students. 
I  believe  we  don't  have  to  go  to  an 
expensive  school  to  get  a  very  good 
education,"  expressed  Jocabel  Hidalgo. 


Professional  Development  Center 
to  offer  literacy  sessions 


by  Presley  Reese 

As  part  of  its  continuing  effort  to 
improve  students'  scores  on  the  state 
certification  exam,  Fitchburg  State 
College  has  established  a  series  of 
workshops  to  develop  and  enhance  lit- 
eracy skills  for  those  who  plan  to  take 
the  test. 

The  intensive  two-day  sessions, 
organized  by  the  college's 
Professional  Development  Center,  will 
target  reading  comprehension,  writing 
and  language  mechanics.  Sessions  are 
scheduled  for  Dec.  4-5;  Feb.  26-27, 
1999;  and  May  14-15,  1999. 

"While  these  sessions  won't  guar- 


antee a  passing  grade,  they  will  sharp- 
en the  test-takers'  skills  while  offering 
a  renewed  confidence  in  their  ability 
to  perform  well  on  the  exams,"  said 
PDC  Director  Claudia  Gallant. 

The  courses  will  be  taught  by 
Fitchburg  State  English  professors, 
making  use  of  their  extensive  experi- 
ence in  teaching  literature,  writing  and 
critical  analysis. 

Cost  for  the  nine-hour  course  is 
S250;  the  fee  will  be  waived  for  those 
who  qualify  under  the  Fitchburg 
State  Guarantee. 

Further  information  is  available 
from  the  PDC  office  at  (978)  665- 
3636  or  pdc@fsc.edu. 


Poet's  Corner 


by  Karen  Shatin 


So  young,  so  innocent. 

Much  too  young  to  bear  the  burdens  of  their  parents. 

Children  barely  old  enough  to  take  care  of  themselves. 

Literally  parents  to  their  younger  siblings. 

An  Outrage! 

How  can  we  let  parents  get  away  with  this?!?! 

How  can  we  let  the  children  go  through  this?? 

We  ask  ourselves  why  .  .  . 

Why  do  12  year  old  children  stick  needles 

in  their  arms? 
What  is  up  with  all  these  children 

getting  pregnant? 
The  answer  is  simple  .  .  .  they  are  NOT  children. 
Childhood  is  no  longer  a  time  of  carefree  innocence. 
Mom  isn't  sitting  at  home  with  a  snack  after  school 
While  dad  brings  home  the  paycheck  .  .  . 
Were  they  ever? 
Read  the  headlines: 

"12  year  old  molests  5  year  old" 

"8  year  old  shoots  neighbor" 
Where  do  they  learn  this  ? 
Let  children  BE  children. 
Don't  sentence  them  to  a  life  beyond  their  years. 
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Student  of  the  week 


Karen  Harrison 


Karen  Harrison  has  been  a  great 
example  of  an  FSC  student  since  her 
arrival.  We  almost  did  not  have  the 
privilege  of  having  this  extremely  tal- 
ented young  lady  at  our  school.  She 
was  offered  a  scholarship  to  Fort 
Lauderdale  Art  Institute,  but  chose 
FSC  instead.  Karen  is  a  senior  psy- 
chology major  who  intends  to  go  on  to 
get  her  Ph.D.  This  Barbados  native 
came  to  America  in  1988.  After  living 
in  the  big  apple  she  went  to  Brockton 
where  she  attended  Brockton  High  and 
was  voted  "most  artistic."  She  is 
involved  in  community  outreach  part- 
nership center,  taskforce,  access, 
church  youth  group,  black  student 
union,  and  the  dance  club.  Karen's 
involvement  in  school  and  extracurric- 
ular activities  reflects  her  as  a  person 
as  well  as  her  kindness. 

Karen  says  she  likes  "people  who 
can  keep  it  real."  She  makes  this 
obvious  with  her  open,  funny,  and 
bold  personality.  Karen's  credo  for 
college  that  she  would  recommend  to 
any  student  anywhere  is  "to  succeed  in 
college,  you  have  to  be  strong  and  to 
be  strong  you  have  to  put  up  with  a  lot 


of  bull".  These  words  of  wisdom  are 
applicable  for  anyone  to  use  in  their  life. 

Karen's  shout  outs: 

My  girls  K.  Rebel,  Batia,  Archange, 
Niki,  Tomika,  Alisso,  Adanna,  my 
boys  Sarone,  Wes,  Angaw,  Ken, 
Aaron,  Randy,  Derek,  Victor,  Pretty 
Lou,  Tabou,  Don,  all  the  Jamaican 
bunch,  My  friends  in  Phi  Beta  Sigma, 
Iota  Phi  Theta,  Zata  Phi  Beta,  Access, 
Black  student  union,  Mara  3  ya  guys, 
the  girls  of  town  house  106,  and  all  the 
people  I  could  not  fit.  Nuk  Respect 

If  you  know  someone  who  you  would 
like  to  nominate  for  student  of  the 
week  contact  Adanna  at  The  Point 
office  X3647. 


Do  butterflies  dream? 


President  Riccards  and  SGA  President 
Wenzlick  invite  you  to  join  them  at  the 

Campus  Lighting  Ceremony 

December  3rd  at  4:00 
Celebrate  the  Spirit  of  the  Season 


by  Rhalda  Jansen 

Last  week,  the  Dutch  One  had  the 
unique  opportunity  to  check  out  the 
Film  cast  and  crew  shooting  their 
"Butterflies  Dream"  on  location  at  The 
Bootlegger.  They  are  one  of  two 
groups  involved  in  a  film  project  for 
Gunther  Hoos'  highly  acclaimed  Film 


Mike  Shine  instructs 
actor  Eric  Mello 

photo  by  Rhalda  Jansen 

class,  probably  one  of  the  best  and 
most  intense  courses  this  institution 
has  to  offer.  The  crew  easily  puts 
in  20  hours  a  week,  and  isn't 
afraid  of  an  all-night  shoot,  see- 
ing most  of  their  footage  has  to  be 
shot  after  hours. 

The  movie  has  been  a  long, 
and  expensive  project.  The  crew 
started  the  whole  thing  in 
September,  but  the  first  shoot  did- 
n't take  place  until  October.  The 
original  script  was  written  by  Mike 
Shine,  who  was  also  directing,  but  has, 
if  my  source  is  correct,  recently  left  the 
project.  The  revisions  and  additions 
were  done  with  the  help  of  Assistant 
Director  Stephanie  Kretas,  Editor 
Katie  Giddings,  and  Mr.  Sound  him- 
self: Alex  Decaneas.  Mr.  Sound  is 
helped  in  a  great  deal  by  "I'm  so  buff 
it's  not  even  funny!"  Sherry  'the  boom 
woman',  who  just  did  awesome  hold- 
ing that  darn  mic  steady  all  night! 
"We've  been  through  a  lot  of  trouble, 
but  we're  fighting  a  good  fight!"  is  the 
group's  overall  opinion,  and  Producer 
Chip  just  claims:  "It's  all  about  being 
important!" 

According  to  Alex,  who  was  so  kind 
as  to  give  me  one  priceless  quote  after 


another,  the  movie  is  about  a  main 
character  called  Thea,  played  by  the 
awesome  Leila,  who  is  faced  with 
decisions  both  in  life  and  death. 

"Her  life  is  at  a  merging  point,  she 
has  to  decide  between  life  and  death, 
both  with  their  advantages  and  draw- 
backs" the  Merv,  Oh  I  mean  Alex, 
explained  so  very  delicately.  The 
movie  is  shot  partially  in  black  and 
white,  and  partially  in  good  new 
fashion  color,  which  seems  like  an 
interesting  and  fresh  approach. 

The  scenes  I  was  fortunate 
enough  to  witness,  consisted  of 
intense  dancing,  a  bar  scene  with  a 
very  cute  bartender,  but  most  of  all  a 
huge  slap  in  the  face  for  actor  Scott 
Rodier,  who's  face  just  kept  getting 
more  and  more  red.  Smart  thing  they 
were  shooting  in  black  and  white! 

The  crew  was  fortunate  enough  to 
get  permission  to  shoot  in  "The 
Bootlegger",  a  perfect  place  to  bounce 


Chris  and  Sherry  work  wonders 
with  camera  and  sound 
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those  lights  in,  and  could  shoot  into  the 
early  hours  of  the  next  day. 

The  film  makers  wish  to  thank  their 
wonderful  DPs  Eric  and  Chris,  for  all 
their  hard  and  pro-bono  work! 

They  also  wish  for  me  to  state  the 
universal  truth  that  "There  is  no  better 
way  to  tell  a  story  than  through  the 
medium  of  film." 

Film  production  has  certainly 
improved  over  the  last  few  years  here 
at  FSC,  and  the  student  film  is  really 
starting  to  take  off  now. 

I'm  looking  forward  to  the  final 
result,  guys!  RJ. 


Opinion 


Registration. ..that  time  of  year  again 


by  Sam  Ciaramitaro 

This  school's  registration  process 
has  some  real  problems.  The  goal  of 
any  school  of  higher  learning  is,  or 
should  be,  to  offer  students  the  type  of 
education  that  best  suits  their  needs. 
Fitchburg  State  is  not  accomplishing 
that  goal.  When  I  took  my  trip  down  to 
McKay  to  register,  I  came  face  to  face 
with  the  hell  that  is  the  registration 
process  at  FSC. 

The  people  who  put  the  newspaper 
schedule  together  have  no  regard  for 
students  who  put  together  their  sched- 
ules. The  classes  are  not  all  there.  Some 
of  the  classes  that  are  offered  are  not 
put  in  the  publication  for  some  reason. 
Therefore,  students  might  not  be  able  to 
put  in  a  required  course,  or  know  what 
all  their  alternatives  are. 

As  a  smaller  complaint,  McKay  is  a 
way  to  walk,  especially  in  the  wind. 
The  FSC  shuttle  does  not  go  all  the  way 


to  McKay,  so  I  can't  imagine  the  hard- 
ships one  must  face  when  trekking  all 
the  way  from  Aubuchon  Hall. 

Arriving  at  a  registration  room,  I  was 
hoping  that  I  would  be  able  to  get  my 
classes,  and  leave  without  a  struggle.  It 
was  an  unattainable  goal.  It  was  con- 
fusing to  figure  out  exactly  where  I  was 
in  line,  and  when  I  would  be  waited  on. 
Thankfully,  they  provided  phony  Oreo 
cookies  to  ease  some  of  the  pain. 

Unfortunately,  registration  did  not 
fully  ensure  my  comfort.  Some  of  my 
classes  did  not  have  numbers,  so  the 
person  handling  my  schedule  had  to 
find  them  on  the  computer.  Then,  only 
through  trial  and  error  were  we  able  to 
figure  out  which  section  I  was  trying  to 
get  into.  Obviously,  there  is  no  commu- 
nication between  the  staff  who  run  the 
education  departments  and  the  clerks 
who  type  in  the  schedules,  which 
makes  it  a  difficult  and  wasteful  proce- 
dure. If  there  are  any  extenuating  cir- 


Thankfully  they  provid- 
ed phony  Oreo  cookies 
to  ease  some  of  the  pain 
of  registering. 

cumstances  at  all,  the  students  are  not 
able  to  fulfill  their  schedule  needs. 

The  computers  are  also  prone  to 
mishaps  and  discrepancies.  In  my  situ- 
ation, one  of  my  classes  had  its  time 
changed,  so  it  was  difficult  to  get  into 
the  class  for  the  right  time.  They  still 
had  the  old  time  up  posted,  as  well  as 
the  new  time.  I  was  quite  sure  I  had  the 
right  time,  until  I  got  back  to  my  dorm. 
I  realized  that  not  only  did  I  not  have 
the  new  time,  I  didn't  have  the  old 
time,  OR  any  other  offering  of  the 
class.  The  time  I  had  was  one  that  was 
not  even  offered,  a  sheer  fabrication 
from  the  computer  system  which  is  still 
on  my  schedule.  Besides  that,  it  con- 
flicts with  another  class,  although  both 


are  scheduled  in.  The  computer  is  sup- 
posed to  prevent  confusing  things  like 
this  from  happening.  For  some  people 
registering,  the  computer  said  that  then- 
classes  were  conflicting  when  in  fact 
they  weren't. 

This  is  not  the  fault  of  the  poor  peo- 
ple who  sit  at  those  desks  typing  stu- 
dents' schedules  into  the  computer  for 
seven  or  eight  hours  straight.  They 
deserve,  and  receive  my  empathy. 
They  are  as  frustrated  as  any  student, 
which  makes  for  an  unpleasant  atmos- 
phere all  around.  The  people  to  blame 
are,  firstly,  the  people  who  put  togeth- 
er those  registration  booklets. 
Secondly,  it  is  the  departments'  for  not 
putting  in  all  the  classes  on  time. 
Thirdly,  it  is  whoever  oversees  the 
operations  of  the  computers. 

I  would  love  to  see  these  mishaps 
become  a  thing  of  the  past.  For  now,  I 
can  only  pray  to  the  registration  gods 
for  a  Spring  semester  redemption. 


Embarrassment  by  association 


by  Anonymous 

As  I  flipped  through  the  pages  of  the 
No.  7  issue  of  The  Point,  I  found 
myself  becoming  impressed  with  this 
school  and  its  students  for  the  first  time 
in  well  over  a  year.  Articles  such  as 
AnneMarie  Donahue's  profile  of 
Broadway  star  B.D.  Wong,  and  Staci 
Bigelow's  profile  of  her  heroic  grandfa- 
ther were  well  written  and  uplifting. 

I  then  read  an  article  about  Edwin 
Encarnacion,  a  senior  in  our  communi- 
cations/media department.  His  film 
"Detour,"  a  powerful  film  that  I  have 
had  the  good  fortune  of  seeing,  is 
receiving  raves  for  its  portrayal  of  two 
friends  ripped  apart  by  circumstances. 
It  was  after  reading  these  three  interest- 
ing articles,  that  my  eye  was  drawn  to  a 
piece  titled  "Pot  issue  still  smoking," 
an  editorial  written  by  "A  thinking  and 
rational  student  at  FSC."  This  anony- 
mous author,  using  capital  letters  to 
emphasize  his  main  points  in  the  style 


made  famous  by  humorist  Dave  Barry, 
has  failed  to  master  the  English  lan- 
guage. I'm  certain  that  this  critique  is 
going  to  ruffle  a  few  feathers,  but  arti- 
cles such  as  "Pot  issue  still  smoking," 
with  its  lack  of  coherent  points  and  fac- 
tual information,  provides  a  negative 
example  for  this  school. 

After  reading  the  first  sentence,  "I 
writing  in  response  to  the  response  of 
the  Freedom  Rally,"  I  did  a  double  take 
to  make  certain  I  had  read  it  correctly.  I 
had. 

The  first  paragraph  alone  contained 
six  obvious  errors,  such  as:  "Mayor 
Menino  was  never  my  favorite  person. 
I  never  like  him."  Please  I  beg  of  you, 
PROOFREAD!!! 

After  getting  past  my  initial  horror 
at  the  grammatical  errors  contained 
within  the  article,  I  considered  the  mes- 
sage he  was  attempting  to  convey;  it 
has  been  a  while  since  I  have  had  such 
a  good  laugh.  As  a  proud  conservative, 
it   pains   me   deeply   to   defend   any 


Democrat.  However,  having  firsthand 
knowledge  of  several  of  Mayor 
Menino' s  policies  (my  mother  volun- 
teers for  a  committee  attempting  to  end 
elder  homelessness  in  Boston,  an  orga- 
nization he  campaigns  heavily  for),  I 
can  declare  unequivocally  that  Mayor 
Menino  is  a  man  of  wit  and  principle. 
The  "Thinking  and  rational  student" 
who  wrote  this  article  knows  nothing  of 
Boston  politics;  the  moment  that  a 
mayor  begins  to  support  policies  that 
do  not  reflect  his  constituents'  views, 
he  will  be  out  of  a  job.  Our  author 
attacks  Menino  for  speaking  out  against 
marijuana,  guess  what,  THAT  IS  HIS 
JOB!!!  A  public  servant  is  paid  to 
enforce  the  laws  enacted  within  his 
constituency. 

This  "Thinking  and  rational  student" 
ends  his  article  by  mentioning  a 
bumper  sticker  that  states:  "If  you're 
not  outraged,  then  you're  not  paying 
attention."  Well,  I  am  paying  attention, 
and  I  am  certainly  outraged! 


Whais 

he  high  on 

now? 


Support 


LESS  CRIME  IS 
NO  ACCIDENT 

t  takes  you  —  and  programs  that  work! 

Call  1-800-WE  PREVENT, 
and  we'll  send  you  a  free  booklet 
on  how  you  can  support  programs 
in  your  community  that  keep  kids 
away  from  crime  and  crime  away 
from  kids. 


PREVENT 
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Tis  the 

season 

for  giving 

by  Jessica  Roy 

I  don't  remember  when  I  began 
to  feel  the  need  to  care  for  others.  It 
might  have  been  when  I  first  started 
playing  with  dolls.  I  would  go  to  the 
grocery  store  with  my  mother,  my 
tiny  rabbit  doll  in  hand,  picking  out 
all  sorts  of  foods  for  us  to  eat. 

I  did  everything  as  a  child  from 
pasting  Band-Aid  bandages  on  bro- 
ken tree  limbs  to  attempting  to  adopt 
every  neighborhood  stray  animal.  It 
felt  so  good  to  take  care  of  others. 

Caring  for  others  was  and  still  is 
my  calling  in  life.  I  could  never  be 
a  person  who  pushes  buttons  behind 
a  desk  all  day  long.  Not  that  there  is 
not  merit  and  worth  to  those  jobs, 
there  is.  But,  I  have  already  gone 
that  route  and  it  led  to  terrible  con- 
sequences not  only  professionally, 
but  also  emotionally  and  spiritually. 
This  is  why  I  am  not  a  pizza 
deliver,  or  a  secretary  or  a  construc- 
tion worker.  I  chose  to  work  with 
the  elderly.  I  cook  their  meals  and 
help  provide  the  means  in  which 
they  can  live  in  their  own  homes 
instead  of  a  nursing  home. 

I  love  my  job  and  I  love  my 
clients.  They  bring  so  much  joy  to 
my  life  and  I  to  theirs.  It  means  so 
much  to  see  their  faces  light  up 
when  I  arrive  to  make  their  meals, 
which  is  a  lot  more  then  I  am  used  to 
receiving  in  my  own  home. 

But  my  job  is  not  a  substitute  for 
a  rich  and  rewarding  home  life  by 
any  means.  In  fact,  I  live  with 
roommates  and  I  do  not  consider  my 
house  to  actually  have  any  life  in  it. 
My  house  is  nothing  more  three 
warm  bodies  sharing  space  and  little 
else. 

My  clients,  in  some  ways  provide 
a  bit  of  family  life  for  me  and  I 
appreciate  that  very  much. 


Opinion 

Fancy  cocktail  parties  for  college  students 


by  Jessica  Roy 

Throw  away  the  cheesy  plastic 
beer  swigging  cups,  get  the  hell  out  of 
the  basements,  and  put  on  your 
father's  tuxedo!  It's  the  holiday  sea- 
son, the  one  and  only  time  out  of  the 
year  to  throw  a  stylish  and  downright 
swanky  cocktail  party. 

Attempting  this  fancy  gala  on  a  col- 
lege student's  budget  is  possible.  In 
fact,  with  all  you  have  learned  from 
your  years  at  FSC,  this  should  be  a 
breeze. 

All  you  need  is  creativity  and  a 
refusal  to  accept  the  traditional  blase 
party  scene  you  are  used  to. 

The  key  to  throwing  a  memorable 
cocktail  party  is  to  provide  comfort  for 
your  guests.  Allow  your  guests  plenty 
of  room  to  walk  around  the  hosting  area 
to  get  at  drinks  and  nibbles  and  to  get  to 
know  each  other.  There  are  many 
things  a  host  can  do  to  make  their  party 
a  mecca  of  fine  entertainment. 

You  may  like  to  move  some  of  the 
bigger  and  bulky  easy  chairs  out  of  the 
living  room,  or  the  area  you  are  hosting 


in.  Folding  chairs  make  a  comfortable 
and  great  alternative  to  large  furniture 
pieces.  They  can  be  rented  for  a  rea- 
sonable price  and  come  in  a  rainbow  of 
colors  to  match  your  decor. 

Snacks  and  nibbles  are  always  a 
wonderful  commodity  to  have  on  hand 
when  entertaining.  They  don't  have  to 
be  expensive.  Spiced  and  salted  nuts 
and  simple  hors  d'oeuvres  such  as 
stuffed  mushrooms  give  a  touch  of  ele- 
gance that  chips  and  dips  simply  can 
not  match.  Grab  your  mother's  cook- 
book and  have  a  ball! 

Above  all  costs!  No  gracious  host 
is  ever  without  an  ample  supply  of 
alcoholic  and  non-alcoholic  drinks  for 
their  guests.  No,  this  does  not  include 
keg  beer.  Use  your  imagination.  You 
may  want  to  set  up  a  wine  and  drinks 
station,  so  your  guests  will  not  have  to 
leave  an  interesting  conversation  to 
visit  the  kitchen. 

Setting  up  a  beautiful  bar  is  not  as 

hard  as  it  may  seem.   Beg,  borrow  and 

bargain!     Ask  guests  to  bring  a  little 

something  to  spice  up  the  evening. 

If  you  need  a  blender,  fancy  glasses, 


or  a  cocktail  shaker,  the  Salvation 
Army  is  just  the  place!  I  picked  up 
three  beautiful  cocktail  glasses  and 
three  flower  vases  for  $2. 10.  This  is  the 
place  to  get  your  party  odds  and  ends! 

Lighting  is  the  icing  on  the  cake  at 
any  party.  Try  dimming  the  lights  and 
placing  small  candles  around  the  room, 
out  of  the  way  of  guests  to  create  a 
romantic  and  classy  atmosphere. 
Music  sets  the  tone  for  the  evening. 
Try  cocktail  music.  This  does  not  mean 
going  to  Strawberries  and  dropping 
$100  dollars  on  fancy  music  you  might 
never  listen  to  on  a  regular  basis.  You 
are  far  too  creative  for  that! 

Hop  on  over  to  our  school  or  town 
library  and  pick  up  some  Cole  Porter, 
classic  Ella  Fitzgerald,  Billy  Holiday 
and  Benny  Goodman;  something 
smooth  and  elegant  to  round  out  your 
guests  fine  surroundings. 

College  life,  especially  around  holi- 
days, can  be  a  time  for  great  parties  you 
will  be  talking  about  for  years  to  come. 
Throw  an  elegant  but  never  too 
ostentatious  party  this  season. 

Your  friends  will  thank  you  for  it.' 


Support  or  impeach  President  Clinton 


by  Staci  Bigelow 

Not  since  the  O.J.  Simpson  trial  has 
a  story  gripped  the  country  as  tightly  as 
the  President  Clinton  and  Monica 
Lewinsky  affair. 

For  several  months  now,  the 
American  public  has  been  force-fed 
every  detail  concerning  the  president's 
indiscretions.  True,  the  public  could 
always  change  the  channel  or  flip  to  a 
different  page  of  the  newspaper,  but 
why  would  anyone  want  to?  No  matter 
how  often  people  insist  they  are  sick  of 
the  whole  mess,  the  truth  in  America  is 
that  we  love  a  good  scandal  and  can't 
get  enough  of  it.  Even  people  who 
claim  to  have  no  interest  do  have  an 
opinion  about  it  after  all. 

In  fact,  some  are  downright  hostile. 
According  to  various  opinion  polls 
conducted  around  the  country,  public 
support  for  the  president  seems  to  be 


evenly  divided.  There  are  those  who 
are  outraged,  those  who  support  the 
president,  and  those  who  fall  some- 
where in  between.  Just  for  fun,  I'd  like 
to  comment  on  each  of  these  groups 
three  groups  and  examine  their  reasons 
behind  their  thinking. 

Group  One:  The  Outraged.  People 
in  this  group  feel  betrayed  by  the  pres- 
ident, and  that  is  to  some  extent  under- 
standable. They  feel  he  lied  to  the 
American  People,  which  he  certainly 
did.  If  he  lied  to  Americans,  they  won- 
der what  else  has  he  lied  to  the 
American  Public  about?  Now,  on  the 
surface  this  is  a  fair  question,  but  at  the 
core  a  very  unreasonable  comparison. 
The  president  found  himself  suddenly 
having  to  answer  for  something  very 
private  that  he  had  thought  would  be 
kept  private.  He  no  doubt  felt  like  a 
deer  caught  in  the  headlights  when 
called  upon  to  do  so.  Not  only  that,  but 


when  he  first  denied  the  affair  in 
January  1998,  the  First  Lady  was 
standing  just  a  few  feet  away.  Let's 
think  about  that.  There's  Hilary,  look- 
ing ever  so  "First  Ladylike,"  observing 
quietly  with  pursed  lips  and  folded 
hands,  while  Bill  sweats  and  squirms 
over  the  question  he  thought  he'd  never 
have  to  answer.  I  think  it's  safe  to  say 
the  president  did  not  have  so  much  as 
the  American  people  on  his  mind,  but 
rather  the  glare  of  his  wife  beating 
down  on  his  back.  And  he  lied  like 
many  people  would  have. 

Some  of  the  outraged  are  also  call- 
ing for  the  president's  impeachment, 
which  I  find  completely  unnecessary. 
Since  when  does  a  personal  situation 
have  anything  to  do  with  how  a  person 
performs  his  job?  As  mentioned 
before,  many  Americans  are  wondering 
"what  else  has  Bill  lied  to  us  about," 
but  let's  think  about  that  for  more  than 
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Entertainment 


A  review  of  Hard  Times 


by  AnneMarie  Donahue 

'Does  anybody  tell  a  better  story 
than  Dickens?"  Richard  McElvain.  the 
director  of  "Hard  Times.'"  asked  in  the 
program.  This  was  taken  to  heart  by 
the  cast  when  performing  "Hard 
Times"  with  a  mastery  that  was  simply 
not  to  be  missed.  The  play,  which  ran 
in  both  dialogue  and  monologue  format 
with  characters  narrating  for  not  only 
the  parts  of  other  charac- 
ters, but  in  some  instances 
their  own  parts,  was  filled 
with  touching  drama  and 
whimsical  comedy. 

Stephen  Jeffreys' 
adaptation  of  Charles 
Dickens'  story  follows 
the  lives  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  small  industri- 
al Coketown.  It  is  set  in 
England  during  the  darker 
years    of   the    industrial 

revolution,  where  layoffs    

and  political  upheaval  hit 

almost  every  home.     Split  into  three 

acts  the  play  focuses  on  the  path  chosen 

by  Mr.  Gradgrind  and  how  he  affects 

and  is  affected  by  the  lives  of  others  he 

meets. 

While  many  members  of  the  cast 
have  doubled  up,  and  in  some  instances 
tripled,  on  the  number  of  characters 
they  can  play,  Alex  Decaneas  and  Eric 
Mello  have  the  lead  with  six  roles 
between  them.  Alex,  who  has  been  act- 
ing for  more  than  six  years  in  commu- 
nity and  college  theaters,  was  excellent 
in  transforming  himself  from  the 
uptight  Mr.  Gradgrind  to  his  young  and 
unsure  son,  Tom.  Then  by  simply 
putting  on  an  apron  the  tall,  talented 
young  man  becomes  Mrs.  Sparsit.  the 
town  busybody,  head  gossip  and  unre- 
quited love  slave  to  Mr.  Josiah 
Bounderby,  played  by  Eric  Mello.  Eric, 
a  sophomore  at  FSC,  plays  the  disgust- 
ingly ostentatious  owner  of  the 
Coketown  factory,  and  unrequited  love 
slave  to  Louisa,  Gradgrind' s  daughter. 
Watching  Mr.  Gradgrind  become  an  old 
gossip  may  have  been  funny,  but 
watching  Eric  turn  from  the  pompous 
Bounderby  to  the  "not  quite  drunk,  not 
quite  sober"  Mr.  Sleary,  a  circus  owner 
.and  something  of  an  outcast,  was  hysteri- 


cal. Although  nothing  was  quite  as  funny 
as  Bitzer,  the  character  that  everyone  just 
loved  to  hate!  Bitzer.  also  played  by  Eric 
Mello.  is  a  snide  little  opportunist  who 
connives,  spies  and  even  trades  gossip 
with  Sparsit  to  get  ahead. 

This  play  welcomes  two  new  faces 
and  personalities  to  the  FSC  stage: 
Sarah  Billington  (Waitress)  and  Sarah 
Coakley  (Mrs.  Pegler).  Billington.  a 
freshman  at  FSC,  is  also  involved  in  the 


upcoming 


Falcon 


Charles  Dickens 


Players'  performance  of 
"Sexual  Perversity  in 
the  City  of  Chicago,"  a 
play  by  David  Manet. 
Coakley.  a  sophomore 
at  Mt.  Wachusett 
Community  College, 
has  been  in  several  pro- 
ductions at  Fitchburg 
High  School  and  New 
Players  Theater  Guild. 

Along  with  new  peo- 
ple this  play  offers  the 
audience  many  familiar 
faces  in  different  roles,  giving  the 
actors  a  chance  to  stretch  their  talents 
and  try  something  new.  Many  students 
were  cast  to  play  multiple  characters, 
giving  them  a  chance  to  try  different 
accents,  attitudes  and  point  of  view  all 
in  the  same  play.  Also,  this  reported 
noticed,  many  of  those  students  were 
given  characters  that  were  polar  oppo- 
sites  to  each  other. 

Jen  Majeran,  who  has  appeared  in 
several  FSC  performances  before,  was 
cast  as  Sissy  and  Mary  Strokes.  Sissy, 
a  soft  spoken,  timid  girl  who  can  bare- 
ly speak  above  a  whisper,  when  she 
does  speak  at  all,  is  often  too  busy  apol- 
ogizing for  herself  to  get  to  the  point. 
Mary  Strokes  is  a  strong  and  hard  fac- 
tory weaver  in  Coketown  who  isn't 
afraid  to  speak  her  mind  at  the  dinner 
table  or  a  union  meeting.  The  responsi- 
bility for  delivering  the  two  of  these 
characters  as  believably  and  honestly  as 
Jen  did,  must  have  been  stupendous  and 
proves  her  talent  as  an  actress. 

Although  Jen  wasn't  the  only  one 
having  all  the  fun,  Gerard  Marzilli  had 
an  interesting  opportunity  to  play  his 
own  worst  enemy  on  stage  with  this 
show.  First  playing  Stephen  Blackpool, 
the   much   abused   but   all   the   same 
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'Big  Lebowski'  can't  be  missed 


by  Sam  Ciaramitaro 

Showing  on  Fitchburg  State 
College's  movie  channel  (channel  6) 
for  November.  "The  Big  Lebowski" 
deserves  to  be  seen  by  everyone  on 
campus.  The  Coen  Brothers,  Joel  and 
Ethan,  are  the  master  minds  behind  this 
movie.  A  dynamic  writing,  directing 
and  producing  team,  they  have  made 
such  hits  as  "Raising  Arizona"  (1987) 
and  "Fargo"  (1996). 

A  diehard  fan  of  every  one  of  their 
movies  myself,  I  know  that  these 
brothers  have  outdone  themselves  with 
this  one.  Jeffrey  Lebowski,  better 
known  as  "The  Dude,"  (Jeff  Bridges) 
is  a  neo-hippie  and  pacifist.  His  unem- 
ployed single  life  is  fulfilled  through 
his  love  for  bowling.  Although  half 
this  movie  takes  place  in  a  bowling 
alley,  this  movie  is  nowhere  near  as 
boring  as  it  may  sound.  The  Coen 
brothers  obviously  have  the  talent  to 
make  any  movie  setting  humorous, 
imaginative  and  intelligent. 

The  Dude,  from  the  beginning  of  the 
movie,  is  thrown  into  a  hassle  of  some- 


one else's  doing.  Loan  sharks,  looking 
for  the  Jeffrey  Lebowski  millionaire, 
ambush  The  Dude  at  his  house,  and 
demand  the  money  that  his  wife  owes 
them.  They  figure  out  that  they  have  the 
wrong  guy,  but  not  before  one  of  them 
relieves  himself  on  The  Dude's  rug. 

The  Dude  then  goes  to  the  rich 
Lebowski  demanding  a  new  rug  from 
him.  He  manages  to  get  a  rug,  and  is 
done  with  the  millionaire.  However,  a 
couple  days  later,  "Bunny."  the  wife,  is 
kidnapped,  and  Jeffrey  Lebowski  hires 
The  Dude  to  act  as  courier  for  the  ran- 
som money. 

The  rest  of  the  movie  is  about  how 
The  Dude's  life,  once  peaceful,  turns 
into  insanity,  which  he  balances  with  a 
steady  supply  of  marijuana  and  White 
Russians.  He  also  has  to  think  about 
the  bowling  championships,  which  are 
more  important  to  him  than  anything 
else.  At  the  bowling  alley,  he  gets 
advice  from  his  bowling  buddies 
Walter  and  Donnie.  Walter,  played  by 
John  Goodman,  is  strong-headed,  rash 
and  loud,  and  relates  everything  to  the 
Vietnam  War.  While  Donnie,  played  by 
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Book  Review 

Lady  Cottington's  Pressed  Fairy  Book 


by  Jessica  Roy 

4  out  of  5  Stars 

Fairies  abound  in  this  fanciful  book 
which  chronicles  the  systematic  press- 
ing of  the  elf-like  winged  creatures  by  a 
young  woman.  As  a  child.  Lady 
Cottington,  began  her  fairy  hunt  and 
collection  in  her  beautifully-bound 
book.  With  a  squished  image  of  one  or 
two  fairies  on  nearly  every  page,  she 
journalizes  each  one  of  her  catches, 
beginning  on  July  6,  1895: 

"I  cort  another  faerey.  It  was  flying 
passed  my  window  but  i  was  too  quick 
for  it,  it  didn't  see  me  cuming  up 
behind  it  But  i  only  cort  a  bit  of  it." 

Lady  Cottington  continues  on  her 
fairy  quest  for  the  next  1 7  years,  catching 
elves,  pixies  and  sprites  -  not  to  mention 
the  eye  -  of  popular  English  tabloids. 

This  book  was  created  with  an  adult 


in  mind.  Many  fairy  pictures  contain 
nudity  and  suggestive  scenes.  The  dis- 
play of  fairy  fantasy  is  one  aspect  that 
makes  the  book  so  comical.  This  book 
embraces  the  many  children's  and 
adult-children's  daydreams  that  fairy 
apparitions  do  exist.  This  book  borders 
on  whimsical  absurdity,  making  for  a 
delightful  read. 

"The  Pressed  Fairy  Book'  is  hand- 
somely bound  in  an  old-fashioned  hard- 
cover style,  making  it  a  perfect  gift  for 
the  holiday  season.  This  book  is  des- 
tined to  become  a  classic,  as  the  themes 
expressed  are  as  timeless  as  the  quest 
for  fairies  itself!  No  butterfly  net  is 
required,  simply  sit  back  and  enjoy! 

Lady  Cottington's  Pressed  Fairy  Book 
By  Terry  Jones 

Turner    Publishing,    Inc.    Formally 
published  by  Pavilion  Books  Limited 
Sells  for  $22.95 
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Entertainment 


Klezmer  Band  is  old-school  funk!    ,HardTimesCof";ni;edfro",p98 


by  AnneMarie  Donahue 

Presented  as  part  of  the  Jewish 
Heritage  Series  the  Klezmer 
Conservatory  Band  performed  at 
Fitchburg  State  College's  Weston  audi- 
torium on  Sunday,  Nov.  22.  Hankus 
Netsky,  the  band's  artistic  director  as 
well  as  the  accordion  and  alto  sax  play- 
er, spoke  to  a  small  audience  at  the  pre- 
concert lecture  in  Kent. 

"The  word  'Kldzmer'  is  the  Yiddish 
word  for  musician." 
Netsky  stated  to  the 
audience,  he  then  went 
on  to  inform  them  of 
the  history  and  unique 
evolution  of  Klezmer 
music.  Klezmer  music 
which  began  in 
medieval  Europe, 
where  bands  of  travel- 
ing Jewish  performers 
went  from  town  to 
town  playing  for 
Jewish  festivals.  By  the  19th  century, 
klezmer  music  had  become  a  well- 
developed  musical  style,  taking  its 
inspiration  from  the  cultures  that  sur- 
rounded as  well  as  the  synagogue, 
which  had  originally  prohibited  the 
playing  of  instrumental  music. 

"Klezmer  music  takes  on  many  dif- 
ferent styles,"  Netsky  explained.  This 
was  more  evident  than  ever  when  the 
band  played  a  song  that  sounded  like  a 
combination  of  1920's  swing,  1940's 
big  band  and  1930's  blues  music! 
Many  of  the  songs  featured  Ilene  Stahl 
on  the  clarinet,  who's  talent  matched 


Big  Continued  from  pg  8 


that  of  Benny  Goodman.  Keeping  with 
the  big  band  style  Klezmer 
Conservatory  played  many  songs, 
which  I  can't  spell  but  I  did  enjoy  so 
much  that  I  wanted  to  steal  my  grand- 
parents old  records. 

The  brass  section  included  Mark 
Berney  on  the  cornet,  Mark  Hamilton 
on  the  trombone,  as  well  as  Netsky  on 
the  saxophone.  Grant  Smith  played  the 
drums,  with  Jim  Guttmann  on  bass  and 
Art  Bailey  on  piano. 

Beth  Cohen,  the 
violinist,  played 
some  beautiful 
songs  accompanied 
by  Netsky  on  the 
piano  that  took 
both  precision  tim- 
ing and  rhythm. 
Her's  was  the  only 
music  that  I  didn't 
identify  as 

American  Swing 
or  Big  Band,  prov- 
ing that  although  the  culture  Klezmer 
comes  in  contact  with  may  heavily 
influence  it,  the  roots  of  Klezmer 
remain  the  same. 

After  a  few  songs  Judy  Bressler,  the 
vocalist,  joined  the  band  to  sing  some 
Yiddish  songs.  Judy  is  a  third  genera- 
tion Yiddish  performer  who's  family 
includes  such  stars  as  Lucy  Gehrman, 
Menashe  Skulnick  and  grandfather 
Isadore  Lipinsky.  Judy  has  been  a 
member  of  the  band  since  it's  inception 
and  brings  with  her  much  acclaimed 
interpretations  of  Yiddish  theater  and 
folk  music  to  the  program. 


Klezmer  Conservatory  Band 


Steve  Buscemi,  is  slow-witted  and 
innocent,  who  is  constantly  trying  to 
catch  up  to  what's  going  on,  and  is 
quieted  harshly  by  Walter. 

The  conversations  among  the  three 
of  them,  as  well  as  between  The  Dude 
and  other  characters  (Julianne  Moore, 
Jeff  Stormare)  are  hilarious,  and  make 
the  movie  if  nothing  else  does.  I  have 
seen  The  Big  Lebowski  three  times, 
(once  in  a  theater)  and  every  time  I 


laugh  my  butt  off.  The  Coen  Brothers 
employ  their  creativity  and  brilliance 
more  than  ever  in  this  movie.  They 
have  a  large  appeal  to  different  audi- 
ences. The  humor  has  so  many  differ- 
ent aspects,  it  is  easily  grasped  and 
appreciated  by  people  who  like  low- 
brow humor  with  no  thought  element. 
It  also  will  definitely  satisfy  the 
appetite  of  an  intellectual  humorist 
such  as  myself. 


incredibly  loveable  Coketown 
weaver,  and  then  transforming  into 
Mr.  Slackbridge,  the  union  activist 
who  speaks  so  passionately  the  crowd 
looks  as  though  it  would  tear 
Blackpool  to  pieces.  Blackpool  is 
definitely  not  a  weak  character,  but  he 
lacks  the  charisma  to  sway  the  crowd 
that  Slackbridge  certainly  has.  In  one 
scene  Gerard  has  to  play  the  two 
opposites  back  to  back,  which  would 
appear  to  be  difficult,  but  Gerard 
pulls  it  off  with  such  ease  I  almost 
wonder  if  I  can  do  it  .  .  .  Well,  let's 
not  go  that  far!  Gerard  used  a  physi- 
cal technique  that  was  aided  by  the 
costume  to  distance  the  two  charac- 
ters, he  applied  a  kind  of  groveling 
hunch  to  his  Blackpool,  and  .when 
dressed  as  Slackbridge  standing 
straight  up  and  wearing  a  huge  stove 
pipe  hat  he  stood  taller  that  the  chim- 
ney that  adorned  the  set. 

The  rest  of  the  cast  included  Ryan 
DeCarolis,  a  junior  at  FSC,  as  Mrs. 
Gradgrind,  which  was  funny,  but 
however  I  have  read  this  book  and  I 
didn't  find  the  character  of  Mrs. 
Gradgrind  all  that  comical  and  it  as 
difficult  for  much  of  the  audience  to 
understand  that  it  was  simply  a  tall, 
awkward  man  playing  Louisa's  moth- 
er. Ryan  did  a  tremendous  job  doing 
the  character  justice  for  the  few 
scenes  that  she/he  was  given. 
Christina  Giadone,  a  senior  of  FSC, 
played  a  touching  and  perhaps 
stronger  than  usual  Louisa. 
Traditionally  the  female  characters  in 
Dickens'  books  are  not  active  partici- 
pants in  changing  matters,  but  in  this 
adaptation  Louisa  was  instrumental  in 
her  brother's  demise  as  well  as 
escape.  Christina  did  a  wonderful  job 
portraying  a  girl  who  had  abandoned 


her  heart  to  live  for  a  man  she  didn't 
even  like,  let  alone  love! 

Then  there  was  Nathan  Griffith,  a 
first  year  film  student  at  FSC,  who 
played  James  Harthouse,  the  man  who 
awakens  Louisa  spirit,  long  buried  in 
her  father's  logic.  Larry  Haile,  a 
junior  at  FSC,  played  the  chairman. 
Sara  Zifcak  made  this  her  second  per- 
formance at  FSC,  and  she  portrayed 
Emma.  Megan  Streb,  also  a  junior  at 
FSC,  played  Rachael,  who  is  the  love- 
ly, kind  and  yet  unattainable  recipient 
of  Stephen  Blackpool's  adoration. 
Megan  added  a  sweet  charm  to  this 
role  that  I  had  seen  missing  in  many 
other  adaptations  of  this  story.  Her 
performance  at  Blackpool's  death  was 
outstanding,  showing  a  much  needed 
soft  side  to  the  characters  in  this  play. 
Often  the  sensitivity  of  these  charac- 
ters is  hidden  behind  their  sarcasm, 
that  is  not  a  problem  in  this  show  we 
see  straight  to  the  hearts  of  each  per- 
son. However,  both  Megan  and 
Gerard  gave  the  audience  a  glimpse 
into  the  hearts  of  their  characters  that 
made  us  truly  feel  empathy  for  them. 

The  technical  aspects  of  this  play 
were  superb,  starting  with  the  neo- 
classical staging  and  ending  with  the 
innovative  soundtrack  which  was 
provided  by  the  actors  themselves. 
Unfortunately  the  lighting  would  fall 
just  short  of  brilliant  often,  either 
keeping  the  stage  too  dark  for  the 
audience  to  see  the  facial  expressions, 
or  flooding  the  room  with  light  mak- 
ing it  hard  to  see  at  all.  This  was  a 
wonderful  play  which  left  me  excited 
about  seeing  the  next  performance  by 
this  company,  which  will  be  soon  and 
possibly  include  compt.  tickets  for 
the  press? 


It's 

not  too  late  to 

The  Point! 

Just  call 

665-3647 

join 
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Ftahburg  Stele  College  -  The  Early  Days 


And  remember  when  your 
financial  institution: 

►  Provided  friendly,  personal  service,  with  a  smile. 

►  Talked  to  you,  and  called  you  by  name. 

►  Cared  about  you  and  your  finances. 
'p-  Promised  you  satisfaction. 

I*  Treated  you  like  royalty. 

That's  the  way  it  still  is,  here 
at  YOUR  credit  union! 


FITCHBURG 


MUNIC1  PAL  EMPLOYEES 
FEDERAL  CREDIT  UNION 


¥ 


718  Main  Street  •  Fitx-hburg,  MA  01420 

12-1827 


Bring  in  this  Ad- we'll  deposit  the  first  $10  in  your  new  account! 
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Clinton  Continued  from  pg  7 

a  minute.  Imagine  a  CEO  of  some  large 
bank  lies  to  his  family  and  friends 
about  an  affair  he  is  ashamed  and 
embarrassed  about,  does  that  automati- 
cally mean  he  is  going  to  lie  to  his 
employees  and  clients  about  the  busi- 
ness of  the  bank?  No,  it  doesn't.  They 
are  two  totally  different  aspects  of  his 
life  and  one  has  nothing  to  do  with  the 
other.  Just  because  a  person  lies  once, 
or  even  more  than  once,  does  not  mean 
they  lie  about  everything.  Not  that  I 
condone  lying  (with  a  few  exceptions 
but  we  all  do  it  on  a  more  regular  basis 
than  any  of  us  will  admit,  and  that 
doesn't  exclude  the  president. 

Group  two:  the  supportive.  These 
are  the  people  who  are  behind  the  pres- 
ident and  understand  that  all  human 
beings  make  mistakes  and  suffer  poor 
lapses  of  judgment.  I  think  the  majori- 
ty of  us  have  made  some  bad  calls  in 
life,  the  kind  that  later  had  us  shaking 
our  heads  and  wondering  what  had  ever 
possessed  us.  And  how  many  of  us 
have  done  a  little  fooling  around  when 
we  knew  in  the  back  of  our  heads  we 
should  be  behaving?  How  many  of  us 
have  given  in  to  the  lure  of  the  opposite 
ex  (or  the  same  sex)  even  at  the  most 
inopportune  moments?  There  are  quite 


a  few  guilty  parties  out  there,  I'm  sure. 
The  people  who  support  Clinton  under- 
stand that  being  president  doesn't 
excuse  someone  from  being  human. 
How  many  times  does  he  have  to  apol- 
ogize? I  don't  think  Bill  Clinton  is  so 
cold-hearted  that  he  doesn't  feel  gen- 
uine regret  for  his  actions.  And  speak- 
ing as  an  American  citizen  who  voted 
for  him  both  times,  he  has  my  forgive- 
ness and  understanding,  because  not  I 
nor  anyone  else  has  the  right  to  be 
judge  and  jury  in  this  case.  We  can 
only  have  opinions. 

Or  we  can  have  non-opinions,  which 
brings  us  to  group  three:  the  oblivious 
and  uninformed.  These  are  the  people 
who  don't  watch  the  news  because  it's 
too  depressing.  This  is  often  true,  but 
this  is  reality.  What  these  people  do  is 
watch  if  Jerry  Springer  and  every  stu- 
pid new  show  that  comes  on  the  WB 
network.  They  were  completely 
unaware  of  any  nuclear  warheads  being 
tested  least  spring,  they  have  no  clue 
what  the  UN  stands  for,  and  since  they 
don't  take  an  interest  in  the  happenings 
surrounding  their  country,  they  proba- 
bly didn't  vote  either.  Hmm,  in  that 
case,  maybe  they  shouldn't  have  an 
opinion. 


Student  athletes  get  involved 


by  Rhalda  Jansen 

On  Nov.  19,  the  Student- Athlete 
Advisory  Committee  had  its  first  meet- 
ing. After  a  quick  introduction  of  the 
members  by  Assistant  Athletic 
Director  Jonathan  Harper,  the  commit- 
tee reviewed  its  goals  for  the  new  sea- 
son. 

The  students  seek  to  improve  com- 
munication between  the  athletic 
administration  and  the  athletes.  The 
meeting  was  a  good  opportunity  for 
the  athletes  to  state  any  concerns  they 
might  have  about  their  upcoming  sea- 
sons, or  review  the  season  they  have 
just  ended. 

The  committee  formed  three  sub- 
committees. The  first  "Athletes  as 
Fans"  will  focus  on  increasing  the 
attendance  and  support  of  other 
teams,  focusing  mainly  on  home 
games. 

Another  subcommittee  will  get 
involved  in  community  service,  and 
create  a  program  that  involves  mem- 
bers of  the  community,  both  local  and 
campus  community.  Their  main  pro- 
ject will  be  the  annual  "Falcon  Field 


Day"  in  the  spring.  The  last  subcom- 
mittee is  concerned  with  "Athletes  as 
Leaders,"  involving  themselves  in 
promoting  life  skills  programming, 
and  creating  expectations  for  accept- 
able behavior  for  FSC  athletes. 

They  will  be  looking  for  a  poten- 
tial speaker,  and  work  on  a  code  of 
conduct  for  athletes. 

Every  FSC  sports  team  has  a  rep- 
resentative on  this  committee,  they 
will  personally  keep  their  teams  up  to 
date  on  the  issues  discussed  during 
the  committee  meetings.  They  will 
also  be  more  than  happy  to  answer 
any  questions  you  might  have  about 
Athletic  Department  updates,  events 
of  interest,  and  subcommittee  pro- 
grams. The  next  SAAC  meeting  will 
be  on  December  10th. 

During  our  first  home  basketball 
double-header  on  Dec.  3,  the 
"Athletes  as  Fans"  committee  will 
organize  an  All-Star  basketball  game 
during  the  half  time  of  each  game.  So 
come  over  and  cheer  on  your  team- 
mates, and  our  basketball  Falcons! 

RJ. 


Rollin'  Continued  from  pg  12 

from  the  point,  Stonehills  goalie  Jared 
Dwyer  covered  the  puck  up,  but 
Cinquegrano  jarred  it  loose  for  the 
score. 

After  this  frustrating  tie,  Johnson  & 
Wales  came  to  town.  The  Falcons  ate 
up  the  kids  from  the  Culinary  Arts 
school,  basting  them  8-1.  Topping  the 
statistic  books  was  senior  Jason  Cook 
and  freshman  Jeff  Brodeur,  tallying 
two  goals  and  two  assists  a  piece. 

Sophomore  back-up  goaltender 
Brad  Watkins  started  his  first  game  of 
the  season  in  a  home  game  victory,  in  a 
9-2  slaughter  against  the  Curry  College 
Colonels.  Watkins  made  thirteen  saves 
and  allowed  one  goal  in  the  contest.  By 
the  time  the  score  was  8-1  both  coach- 
es substituted  goalies.  Kevin  Clem  got 
into  his  first  game  of  his  career  at  FSC, 


points,  notching  two  goals  and  one 
assist.  Sophomore  Gary  Stone  was 
right  behind  him  on  the  leader  board 
with  two  goals  also. 

On  November  24th,  the  Falcons  trav- 
eled to  play  against  the  Framingham 
State  College  Rams.  Statistic  books 
meant  nothing  at  this  game,  as  the 
Rams  came  into  the  contest  winless  in 
'98'.  The  Falcons  got  on  the  board  first 
at  13:04  of  the  first  period  with  a  fine 
goal  by  Jason  Cook,  who  stole  the  puck 
at  the  Rams  blue-line  and  walked  right 
in  on  goalie  Steve  Badera  for  the  score. 
Less  than  2:30  minutes  later,  skating 
like  the  Hanson  brothers  from  the 
movie  "Slapshot",  Rob  Hunt,  Kevin 
Lizotte,  and  Jeff  Brodeur  broke  in  on  a 


akaway   for   a   scoring   bid. 

Rob  Hunt  finished  the  bid  off 
with  a  nice  goal,  putting  the  Falcons  up 
2-0  at  the  end  of  one. 

At  14:00  of  the  second  period, 
Lizotte  scored  a  beautiful  power-play 
goal,  which  was  assisted  by  Duross  and 
Stone.  The  Falcons  sat  on  this  lead  for 
the  rest  of  the  game,  as  the  Rams 
offense  poured  on  22  shots  on  Ganged. 
The  refs  disallowed  a  goal,  which  left 
the  Rams  clinging  on  for  life.  Ram 
goalie  Bared  stoned  the  Falcons  for  the 
remainder  of  the  game.  Fierce  check- 
ing kept  the  Rams  hopes  alive  all  game. 
At  5:44  their  hard  worked  paid  off. 
Matt  Hardiman  took  a  slapshot  from 
the  point;  Gangemi  gave  up  a  big 
rebound,  and  couldn't  stop  Jim 
Murray's  shot.  The  Falcon's  led  3-1  at 


the  end  of  two,  and  behind  Gangemi's 
finest  performance  of  the  season. 

Rob  Hunt  and  Derek  Spilman,  play- 
ing the  body  well  at  the  blue-line  led 
the  Falcons  defensive  unit.  But  the 
defense  broke  down  with  1:01  left  in 
the  game.  The  unit  was  taken  advan- 
tage of  as  Framingham  utilized  some 
great  passing,  and  slid  the  puck  to 
Jonathan  Lent  who  was  waiting  alone 
at  Gangemi's  back  door.  This  goal  put 
them  within  one,  but  great  fore-check- 
ing allowed  the  Falcons  to  hold  on  with 
a  3-2  lead. 

Their  rematch  couldn't  come  sooner, 
as  they  will  fight  each  other  till  the 
buzzer  at  the  Wallace  Civic  Center  on 
Dec.  5  at  the  Civic  Center.  The  game  will 
be  played  at  3:30  PM,  this  will  be  one  of 
those  games  you  don't  want  to  miss. 
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Still 
Rollin' 

by  Michael  McGonigle 

This  ride  that  the  hockey  team 
has  taken  us  on  this  year  has  been  a 
real  treat.  While  the  Falcons  only  tie 
of  the  season  mars  their  record,  they 
are  6-0-1  prior  to  their  first  meeting 
with  archrival  UMass  Dartmouth. 
The  Wallace  Civic  Center  will  host 
tonight's  7:30  PM  face-off,  as  the 
Falcons  will  be  looking  to  redeem 
themselves  from  last  year's  semi- 
final overtime  loss. 

After  a  tough  start,  Falcon  net- 
minder  Nick  Gangemi  has  really 
stepped  up  his  play.  Since  their  5-5 
tie  in  their  home  opener  vs. 
Stonehill  College,  Gangemi  has 
stonewalled  his  opponents;  stopping 
52  of  55  shots  in  his  last  two  games. 
Down  5-4  with  less  than  two  min- 
utes left  in  the  game,  Tony 
Cinquegrano  found  a  way  to  tie  the 
game.  At  18:17,  rookie  defenseman 
Brian  Baldassari  launched  a  cannon 


Falcons  feast  on  Beacons! 


by  Steven  W.  Beck 

The  Women's  Basketball  program  at 
Fitchburg  State  dawned  a  new  era  in 
coaching  on  Tuesday,  Nov.  24.  The 
Lady  Falcons  took  on  the  UMass 
Boston  Beacons,  with  Coach  Kim 
Wells  assuming  the  controls,  sided  by 
her  new  assistant,  Sheila  Knower. 

The  coaches  are  very  fortunate, 
because  all  women  coming  to  play  for 
the  program  this  year  know  how  to  play 
some  ball.  The  team  is  led  by  senior 
guard  captain  Sarah  Harding,  senior 
forward/guard  Brandi  Burnap,  and 
junior  forward  Laura  Znoj.  This  team  is 
expected  to  finished  last  in  their  confer- 
ence, but  this  is  totally  unacceptable  for 
Coach  Wells.  "Our  team  sat  down  and 
made  a  list  of  goals  that  we  wanted  to 
accomplish  this  season.  It  is  one  of  our 
goals  to  finish  at  least  third  in  our  con- 
ference," Wells  said.  With  this  set  in  the 
team's  mind  as  their  goal,  they  have  a 
long  haul  from  the  bottom  to  close  to 
the  top.  Wells  sounded  convincing,  and 


the  game  sure  looked  con- 
vincing as  well. 

The  first  half  was  not  par- 
ticularly one  of  crisp  play  by 
either  team.  It  was  half  rid- 
dled with  turnovers  and  mini 
runs  by  each,  that  availed 
only  to  a  30-30  tie  at  the  half. 
Coach  Wells  must  have  gone 
into  half-time  with  just  the 
pep  talk  she  needed  to  get  the  Falcon's 
ready  to  play,  because  right  from  the 
start  of  the  second  half  the  Lady 
Falcons  pretty  much  made  it  their 
game. 

Leading  the  Falcons  in  scoring  was 
Sarah  Harding  with  13.  Helping  out  in 
great  offensive  pushing  of  the  ball  was 
junior  point  guard  Jessica  Peer,  also 
scoring  nine  and  pulling  down  four 
rebounds.  What  was  mandatory  in  the 
second  half,  was  provided  by  freshman 
Meagan  Crowley  and  junior  Laura 
Znoj,  a  defensive  presence  in  the  mid- 
dle against  the  big  women  of  the 
Beacons,  I  mean  their  No.  45  was  just 


The  FSC  basketball  women 
get  ready  to  jam 

photo  by  Rhalda  Jansesn 

out  there!  They  shut  down  the  low  post 
of  the  Beacons  and  grabbed  1 1  bounds 
for  the  Falcon's.  The  final  score  of  the 
game  was  61-51  for  the  good  guys, 
good  girls!,  WIN!!  1-0! 

The  women's  team  will  be  part  of  a 
double-header  on  Thursday,  Dec.  3. 
They  have  something  special  planned 
for  both  half-times,  so  come  and  cheer 
on  the  men  and  women.  It's  too  cold  to 
go  out  anyway;  support  your  players, 
they  deserve  it! 
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Show  me  the  finish! 


by  Rhalda  Jansen. 

On  Saturday  November  14th,  the 
crOss-country  troopers  had  their  NCAA 
Division  Championship  at  Babson 
College  in  Wellesley.  It  was  a  little  cold 
that  day,  but  around  1 1 :00  the  sun 
decided  to  come  check  out  the  race,  and 
warm  up  the  runners.  The  Babson 
course  was  extremely  flat  with  only  one 
small  incline,  it  was  therefor  a  nice 
place  to  run  a  good  time. 

For  the  men,  four  Falcons  along  with 
217  others  took  off  to  run  their  five- 
mile  race.  The  men's  race  was  extreme- 
ly fast,  and  the  Falcons  had  some  tough 
competition  out  there.  Iron  Man  Keto 
Sysong  wasn't  completely  recovered 
from  his  injury,  but  still  came  in  first 
for  the  Falcons  with  31.54.  He  was 
chased  down  the  finish  line  by  'Sleepy 


Floyd'  Hatch  who  finished  with  a  great 
32.56.  Brian  'Big  Daddy'  Walsh  wasn't 
feeling  that  well  that  day,  and  came  in 
third  for  the  Falcons  with  33.09.  Nice 
fight  across  the  finish  line  though  Big 
Daddy!  Don  'I  woke  up  RJ  last  night  ' 
Kenneally  finished  as  the  fourth  Falcon 
with  37.34  on  the  clock. 

The  women  had  another  'nooner' 
this  day,  and  6  female  Falcons  compet- 
ed in  this  pack  of  229  women.  The  first 
mile  went  really  fast,  so  they  had  to 
hang  on  to  that  pace  during  the  second 
one.  After  looping  around  and  around, 
it  was  time  to  just  forget  about  the  pain 
and  go  for  it!  The  last  mile  of  the  race 
had  a  pretty  tough  part  through  the 
woods,  to  finish  with  a  300-yard  grass 
stretch.  The  Dutch  One  finished  first 
for  the  Falcons,  by  taking  another 
minute  of  her  time  and  breaking  that 


hideous  20- 
minute  mark 
with  19.54. 
She  was  fol- 
lowed by 
Christie  A., 
who  also  bet- 
tered her  season  time  with  an  amazing 
20.12.  Her  twin  crossed  the  finish  line 
shortly  after  that  with  20.32,  hereby 
being  the  third  one  to  run  her  best  time 
of  the  season.  Awesome  job  ladies,  way 
to  work  that  last  mile!  An  injured 
Meghan  Braun  finished  fourth  for  the 
Falcons  with  22.25,  and  had  to  be  car- 
ried back  to  the  van  by  a  very  under- 
standing Mark.  Shara  Shandrowski, 
who  was  strangely  enough  wearing 
Meghan's  flats,  took  it  in  for  the 
Falcons  as  our  #5  runner  with  23.59. 
The  final  Falcon  to  cross  the  line  was 


senior  Amy 
Paquette  with  a 
great  26.08,  tak- 
ing 20  seconds 
of  her  best  time. 
Great  race  Amy, 
and  if  you  ever 
miss  us  too  much  just  show  up,  and  you 
can  run  in  my  stead! 

So  that's  it,  cross-country  is  finally 
over.  The  troopers  will  continue  run- 
ning though,  cause  track  has  only  just 
begun!  A  runner  never  rests  I  guess. 
One  season  down  two  to  go!  If  you  are 
interested  in  participating  in  track, 
please  contact  coach  Jim  Jellison  @  * 
3494,  or  come  to  the  McKay  gym  at 
3.30  Monday-Friday.  There's  a  bunch 
of  track  and  field  events  you  can  do,  so 
come  check  it  out! 

RJ. 
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